
 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 2026 at 10am 
 
Based on the information provided by MNR Fire Management Supervision personnel provided 
on Tuesday, August 11th, reinforced by MNR during the aerial survey of the three fires in 
closest proximity to the Nation (those being at present TB36 to the north and DRY34 and 
DRY35 to the west), Chief Wilfred King and the Council of KZA are recognizing the location 
changes made to the latest Provincial Implementation and Evacuation Orders as revised on 
Friday, August 7th. 
 
The revised Orders, issued by the Province of Ontario, indicate that the Crown determines that 
it is now safe and lawful for the residents of KZA to return to the community. This addresses 
the ‘first prong’ of the decision by Council to weigh in supporting the repatriation to GBFN - that 
being a greater understanding, better specific information and ‘actual’ locations of the fires at 
present, and the reception of more detailed measures/plans of MNR Rinker Creek Complex to 
fight the fires, should they expand or begin to move towards KZA, or should new fires ignite in 
close proximity. It was a 4-hour aerial survey and a positive exchange of information that 
provided greater clarity to C&C regarding MNR’s activities and their go-forward plan.   
 
The ‘second prong’ in regards to the decision to be made by KZA leadership as to opening up 
the Nation was the assessment, testing, maintenance and, potentially, repairs to critical 
community infrastructure assets. Updates have been provided to members over the past week 
which outlined the work to be done at the various buildings and locations around the 
community. KZA continues to affect maintenance on infrastructure systems that have been 
undergoing the assessment phase for the past five days. Preliminary assessments and 
maintenance activities that have been taken to date reinforce that it is safe for community 
members to return and to occupy space within interior community assets. Significant progress 
has been made and testing results to date are quite positive. We ask members who have 
returned earlier than authorized by Council, and those who are yet to come, to use caution 
when driving within the community to ensure the safety of staff members who are still 
conducting tests to systems and affecting necessary repairs. 
 

With what has been deemed as substantial progress towards addressing 
both ‘prongs’ comprising the decisions in regards to community safety, 
health and wellness, Chief and Council have a greater comfort in the 
advisement that has been received by the Crown and more assurance as is 
being obtained during the infrastructure testing process to lift the State of 
Emergency and authorize members to return to KZA. 
 
 



As you are driving Highway 527 back up to the Nation, please keep in mind that there have 
been no ditching activities or cutting of the grasses and alders thereby providing animals cover 
prior to their ability to pop up onto the roadway. Be safe and alert. 
 
Health Canada acknowledges the assessment verifications that have been done on the KZA 
health center and the nurses residence and, as such, will authorize the resumption of 
nursing services in the community effective Monday, August 17 at noon. 
 
KZA administrative staff, once they themselves have been repatriated, will also resume 
work on Monday, August 17. Their initial efforts, both in the maintenance and administration 
areas, will be focussed on fire suppression and continued preparation measures as raised 
through the evacuation process. As community members voiced during several of the 
consultation meetings held at the Ramada, it is important to recognize what can be done 
immediately within the Nation - by every person and by community leadership – towards 
improving our fire readiness. There is no better time than the present to affect positive changes 
that are needed to ensure that assets can be protected - when and if that time comes. No 
doubt, based on comments by members, there will be solid support and active participation.  
 
These are once again, stressful times filled with both excitement and anxiety. As fires remain 
active in the region, it is highly recommended that community members maintain an 
emergency evacuation kit, which could be used should an Evacuation Order need to be issued 
once again in the near future. Please find information regarding the formulation and 
maintenance of residential emergency kits for your households on the attached sheets.  
 
KZA will continue to provide updates as to activities associated with the continued fires in close 
proximity and in regards to repatriation. Although today brings us the opportunity to take a 
small breath and a sigh of relief, many days of hard work still lay ahead. One such example 
are the discussions that have been ongoing over the past month towards the circumstances 
and decisions surrounding elementary school and what that could look like for elementary 
students in just two short weeks. Many, many other areas of FN business which have been 
delayed and/or negatively impacted by the fires are now coming to the forefront of priorities.  
 
But for now, let us selfishly take this opportunity to celebrate the very limited impacts to our 
community infrastructure, to be thankful that no citizen of our Nation was personally harmed, 
and to be grateful that no housing units were negatively affected. Let us collectively turn our 
thoughts to our neighbours to the north. KZA and WFN leadership and administration 
continue to work in collaboration and no doubt will bring both communities together - when the 
time is right - in an event based in healing and mutual respect and understanding. As WFN 
and Armstrong communities themselves prepare for repatriation, we should demonstrate our 
compassion and understanding, and let them do so without being subjected to extra scrutiny 
by the curious who may be travelling north solely to see the devastation for themselves.  
 
Chief and Council would like to thank the members of the community who showed their 
support, understanding and patience throughout all phases of evacuation and repatriation.  
We remind everyone that the fire ban remains in place in KZA – and that there are to be 
no fires made for any reason, including in backyards and at the dump. Miigwetch 


