
Thank you for your patience the last few weeks during the escalated wildland fire
situation in Northwestern Ontario. We understand that this has been a challenging
time. We are reaching out to advise that Evacuation Order IO-2026-009-TBI019 and
Implementation Order IO-2026-009-TBI0018 will be revoked Thursday, August 20 ,
at 9:00a.m. All access restrictions related to wildland fires THU36, THU56, DRY34
and DRY35 will be lifted at that time. We encourage residents to monitor the changes
and details of Implementation Orders on the ministry’s official channels, the
Ontario.ca webpage Ontario.ca/fireupdates, and on the @OntarioForestFires social
media pages on Facebook, Instagram, and X.  
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Waste Disposal Sites:  
The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) recognizes the significant impacts recent
wildland fires have had on residents, camps, cottages, and seasonal properties in
Northwestern Ontario. We are working with operators and partners to identify
practical options to support cleanup and recovery efforts while continuing to protect
public safety and the environment. 
 
To help wildland fire-affected residents with recovery efforts, MNR is working to
establish designated areas at select Waste Disposal Sites for wildland fire-related
residential debris. These measures are intended to provide temporary support to
residents while ensuring materials are managed responsibly. As MNR-operated
Waste Disposal Sites (WDSs) are generally only approved to receive residential
household waste which excludes industrial waste, structural debris, or construction
and demolition materials under their current environmental approvals, these
measures will be monitored by MNR and site operators, to determine how long these
additional resources will be in place. For larger cleanups managed by contractors or
insurance companies, debris should be taken to authorized landfill facilities. 
 
Proper disposal of wildland fire debris helps protect the environment, safeguard
public health, and reduce the risk of illegal dumping on Crown land. Residents are
encouraged to follow disposal instructions provided by site operators and local
authorities. 
 
Hazards:  
While fire behaviour is significantly diminished, THU36, THU56, DRY34 and DRY35
remain active wildland fires with ongoing fire suppression operations over a large
area. As residents prepare to re-enter the area it is important to be aware of hazards
which may be present as a result of recent fire activity and fire suppression. 
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https://www.ontario.ca/page/forest-fires?utm_source=keyword&utm_medium=redirect&utm_campaign=fireupdates


Roadways 
Smoke from unextinguished areas may be visible from roadside areas and could affect
visibility. Please drive carefully and be prepared for unanticipated hazards – such as
downed trees. Use headlights and hazard signals when appropriate. 
Firefighting and engine crews may be working roadside. Please give them plenty of space,
pass safely at low speeds and avoid driving over hose lines. 
Do not approach downed utility lines, poles, or roadside fires. Be aware of changing fire
behaviour particularly in windy conditions. 
 
Respect aerial fire operations 
The unauthorized use of drones is illegal within 9 kilometres of any wildland fire and poses
dangers for aircraft and the crews working with them. Multiple helicopters are assigned to
fire operations in the area. A drone detected at any altitude in this restricted airspace will
immediately ground flight operations. 
 
Weakened root systems 
In forested areas affected by wildland fire, the root systems of trees can become weakened
as the organic soil, or duff, which helps to anchor them in the ground is burned away.
Trees with undermined roots fall easily, particularly in high winds - presenting a serious
hazard. Trees with green needles or leaves may look healthy but can have burnt-out roots
and can fall unexpectedly. 
 
Ash pits 
Extra caution is required near burnt areas. There are also other hazards that may not be
immediately visible, such as deep burning ash pits. These can be several feet deep and
present the potential for falls and serious burns. 
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